
 

 

National Standard of Canada  
Standards Proposal 

 
Proposed Standard Title: 

Health Data and Information Lexicon 

 

Proposed Scope: 

The proposed Standard aims to provide a plain-language lexicon for health data and information. 

Considerations:  

- Tied to accepted international definitions across the health sector 

- Align the development of standards and policy 

- Provide a foundation for common and shared terminology 

The proposed Standard aims to provide a plain-language lexicon for health data and information. 

This standard applies to all sectors, including public and private companies, government entities, and 

not-for-profit organizations. 

 

Plain Language Summary of Standards Proposal (200 words max): 

Background - “A lexicon is the vocabulary of a language or branch of knowledge (such as nautical or 
medical). In linguistics, a lexicon is a language's inventory of lexemes. The word lexicon derived from 
Greekword λεξικόν (lexikon), neuter of λεξικός (lexikos) meaning 'of or for words'.” [1] 
 
Goal - The goal will be that this Standard will serve as a foundational hub and reference document for 
all standards moving forward, which will ultimately benefit Canada and the world with global scalability 
and impact. This standards lexicon will help professionalize data stewardship and management and 
strengthen data stewardship literacy among the public and leaders, starting in Canada and scaling to 
other jurisdictions. 

 

Strategic Need: 

Identify the strategic need of key stakeholders and confirmation expressing the need. 

This includes consideration for: 

a. The strategic need of key stakeholder (e.g. legislator, industry, government, consumers); 

b. The type of standard (international, regional, domestic standards and harmonization need); 



 

 

c. Addressing up-to-date vs outdated standard to ensure latest innovative/technology/safety features 

available for businesses; 

d. If the standard is intended to support national/regional/international certification programs; 

e. If there is stakeholder intention to transition to different standard; 

f. The type of maintenance (periodic, continuous, stabilized, best before date); and 

g. The use of “CAN” descriptor. 

Currently there doesn’t exist a health data and information lexicon linked to international definitions 

that supports industry, private sector, public health care providers, not-for-profit health organizations, 

etc. This standard will facilitate alignment on common language to support innovation and harness the 

true power of health data and the future trajectory of health innovation, digital health and technology.  

There are increasing needs for standards across Canada and within health. All current standards 

documents, as well as those that will emerge, contain a glossary that is aligned with previous glossaries 

in existing documents. The lexicons have been built based on internationally accepted standards 

definitions whenever possible, however, there are often conflicting or new efforts put forth each time 

a standard begins its’ development lifecycle. Data standards are increasingly important given the 

driving demands for data to enhance both health care and health itself. To this end, terminology and a 

shared lexicon will support and drive data efforts that aid in the advancement of health and well-being 

across our communities and populations.  

This proposed Standard will be developed in collaboration with consistent international efforts on this 

front. Doing so will ensure not only alignment and facilitation within Canada, but all international 

efforts to ensure greater consistency in lexicons leveraged across health.  Further, the UK-based Open 

Data Institute is potentially interested in collaborating on this project as well. Thus, this Lexicon will 

demonstrate cooperation, rather than competition/reinventing the same wheel repeatedly (which is 

what is happening now). In this regard, the creation of a National Health Data Lexicon will help Canada 

catch up, and potentially become a thought leader in this critically important space. Finally, work on 

this lexicon will be used to inform ISO TC215 (health informatics) work on Health Information 

Governance standards. 

The goal of this proposed Standard will serve as a foundational hub and reference document for all 

standards moving forward, which will ultimately benefit Canada and the world with global scalability 

and impact. This lexicon will help professionalize data stewardship and management and strengthen 

data stewardship literacy among the public and leaders, starting in Canada and scaling to other 

jurisdictions. 



 

 

This lexicon may support health data, Information Management (IM), AI and Machine Learning and 

other health technology/digital health certification programs as well. Further, it will provide and/or 

enhance common, plain language to be used for patients, communities and the public at large as we 

collectively move forward to increase data literacy, health autonomy and overall innovation and data 

for good efforts in Canada and abroad.   

This proposed National Standard of Canada will: 

- support consistency in terms used in future certification programs developed at the national, 

regional and international level; 

- be maintained on a periodic basis as determined by the technical committee responsible 

- for developing the standard; and 

- use the CAN descriptor. 

 

Need for Availability in Both of Canada’s Official Languages: 

Do stakeholders need the standard published in both official languages? 

Do users of the standard need the standard published in both official languages? 

Do authorities having jurisdiction need the standard published in both official languages? 

Are there health and safety related needs for the standard to be published in both official languages? 

For adoptions, is there availability of the regional/international standard or other deliverable from the source? 

For adoptions, is there an agreement with the source committee to facilitate official translation? 

Y 

 

Geographical Representation Considerations: 
Identify the Canadian geographical representation appropriate to the subject area covered by the standard. 

Geographic representation may consider factors such as: 

a. Industry (e.g. petroleum in petroleum producing provinces);  

b. Reference in regulation (if a regulation exists in a province); or 

c. Commodity characteristics and social impact (e.g. heating oil for northern climates). 

All sectors of the economy.  

 

Trade: 

Identify how the standard meets the needs of the marketplace and contributes to advancing trade in the broadest possible 

geographical and economic contexts. 



 

 

For example: 

a. Facilitate Canadian innovation to lead internationally; 

b. Support the objectives of “One standard, one test, accepted everywhere”;  

c. Support the objectives of “First to Market”; or 

d. Foster international/ regional/ national alignment of requirements. 

This Lexicon (standards document) will position Canada as a thought leader in this space,and will 

support efforts to innovate and enhance the use of data to accelerate health system transformation, 

and advance and improve the overall health of our population.  

The Health Data Lexicon Standards document will support the objectives of “one standard, one test, 

accepted everywhere” in that it will have universal application for those who are operating in the 

health data environment. Further, this standards document will foster international/regional/national 

alignment of requirements by establishing a common set of terms and an overall lexicon to enable 

effective and responsible data standards, and catalyze health data initiatives that focus on health data 

value, literacy, governance, innovation, etc.  

 

Relevant existing documents at the international, regional and national level: 

Global Alliance for Genomics & Health, Data Sharing Lexicon 

ISO/TS 17439:2014, Health informatics — Development of terms and definitions for health informatics 

glossaries 

DeepAI, Lexicon https://deepai.org/machine-learning-glossary-and-terms/lexicon 

Society for Participatory Medecine, The Power of Words in Healthcare: A Patient-Friendly Lexicon. Top 

10 List #WordsDoMatter Project  https://participatorymedicine.org/epatients/2018/01/the-power-of-

words-in-healthcare-a-patient-friendly-lexicon-top-10-list-wordsdomatter-project.html 
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